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From The RVC by Bob Cox

Travel can be expensive these days. To save you money, some major events have been lumped
together this year. The Annual Gathering Is in Reno Nevada July 4 - 8. Arrive a day early for the
Colloguium on Social and Video Gaming. There s also a one day Leadership Summit for LocSecs
and Asst. LocSecs on Sunday, luly 8, For the Summit, registration is free. (You must be registered
for the AG.) Lunch and evening Hospitality are provided. AML will pay for Sunday night accommo-
dation.

Some more money saving news: the AG hotels are having financial difficulties and have reduced
the room rates for some days at the AG. If you have booked at an earlier rate, you will get still get
the lower rate.

One weekend in May, | visited two North Carolina groups, Triad Mensa and Mensa of Eastern
North Carelina. In Triad, | had the pleasant privilege of presenting a plague from the group to
Ellen Muratori for all that she has done, and continues to do, for the vitality of the group.

South Coast Mensa held their election of officers and elected Dr. George Hartley as LocSec.

Seventeen students from our region are receiving scholarships ranging from 5300 to $1,000 from
the Mensa Foundation. Many of our Local Groups also give scholarships. The Foundation gives a
scholarship for every group that takes part in the program. If you would be willing to be Scholar-
ship Chair for your group for the coming year, please let your LocSec know. In the new year, the
Chair will be locking for judges to read and score the essays. This is a great way to be involved
with just an hour or two in a small group setting or even in your own home.

This will be your last newsletter if your membership expired and you failed to renew. Don't let
that happen. You could miss out on so much that Mensa membership offers in your group, and
on the larger scene. There are 5IGs, publications, the Web, and so much more. Renew today.
Enjoy Mensa.

_ISIGN UP AND GIVE SCHOLARSHIPS IN YOUR COMMUNITY! - julie Boone
Each year, the Mensa Foundation awards tens of thousands of dollars in scholarships, based solely on
written essays, to individuals attending universities and colleges around the country. Just last year,
the Feundation gave scholarships totaling more than $70,000. And each year, there are deserving
students who are not eligible to receive scholarships because the Local Groups in their areas (more
than 40 last year) may not have the time or volunteers to administer the program.

To ensure the widest reach for the scholarship program, the Foundation relies on Mensa volunteers
at the local level. It's only through the dedication of these volunteers that the scholarship program is
able to bring financial support and the Mensa name to hundreds of students around the country. i
your group has never participated before, it's simple for you to change that contact your LocSec
and volunteer to be your Local Scholarship Chair! Then find a few local volunteers to help read the
essays from students in your geographic area. The Mensa Foundation scholarship program accepts
applications and essays between Sept. |5 and Jan. |5 every year. Local Scholarship Chairs are ex-
pected to review and score essays before Feb. [5.

LocSecs have untl Aug, |, 2012, to visit www us menss orglseholrshipsignup, agree to participate
and designate their Local Scholarship Chairs for the coming year. For more details on the Mensa
Foundation scholarship program, visit htrpy//www.mensafoundation.orglscholarships,
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Kids score big with Mensa in May ™ e Boone |

Know anyone who's looking for something new to explore this summer? American
Mensa is running a special promotion in an effort to maximize the impact of all the
recent international media attention on Mensa's youngest members. Just in time
for the end of the school year, kids (of all ages) can qualify for Mensa membership
for free through the end of May. All they need is a qualifying test score from one
of more than 200 standardized intelligence tests; many students have taken one or
more of these at school and are often not aware of if. They can view a partial list
of accepted tests and scores (for kids, adults, military, etc.) at hitp://

www.us. mensa.org/testscores,

To get their scores evaluated at no charge, applicants should complete and return
the Mensa membership application (hitp://www.us mensa.org/application) before
11:59 p.m., Central, on Thursday, May 31, and put "May PE" in the "Name of Special
Promotion” box.

AG 12 hotels lower the rates on Mensa room blocks

The AG12 Committee has been advised by Circus Circus Reno that it will soon offer reduced
Internet room rates during the dates of the Annual Gathering, July 4-8. The Sunday-
Thursday room rate will be lowered to $45 plus $8 in fees and taxes. Because the hotel has
1,400 rooms to fill — and Reno properties vie for midweek bookings — the committee's im-
pression is that this sale will continue until all rooms are filled, probably right up until the AG.

If you are registering for the Annual Gathering and are making your room reservation — or
moving from one hotel to another — please be aware of the foflowing:

» Intemet "deals" have small print. Pay special attention to the “city fee" and the "resort
fees" that are added when booked with an Internet code but are, however, contractually
waived when booked with the Mensa code. Additionally, many properiies have a non-
refundable first night charge put through at the time of booking.

» The AG has reserved all meeting space in both the Silver Legacy and Circus Circus.
_Most of the AG programming will be in the Silver Legacy, which has more space avail-

able; kids' and teen programming is planned in Circus Circus, along with the Debate
Room and a few other overflow funclions.

The AG12 contracts were negotiated and signed in 2007 and 2008, well before the recent
sconomic downtum. The hotels are doing what they deem best given today's economy, and
AG attendees are benefiting greatly. Your registration fee includes four Continental break-
fasts, two lunches, three dinners, full snacks and beverages (including beer and wine), addi-
tionally, the AG's three-meal package is a terrific value.

This is a great opportunity to arrive early and stay late with your savings! Why not plan to
come in a day early and enjoy a special pre-AG svent? On Tuesday, July 3, you have your
choice of Colloguium 2012.2; "Social and Video Games and Why We Play Them" or "Mensa
on Steaml," the chartered steampunk/OldWest frain trip to historic Virginia City. Get more
information in the Tours section at bito:/Awww.ag.Us mensa. ord.

It's shaping up to be the most cutstandingly valued AG in the past two decades! Get more
information and register today at htto:/fwww ag.us mensa.ord. -~ Howard Prince
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LOCAL NEWS

Wiregrass Mensa will be meeting this Saturday night, May 26 at 6:00 pm, at the Asia Bistro in
IMontgomery on Vaughn Road near the intersection of Taylor Road. Please comel

We are planning to combine the May/June group meeting and the July/August for a summer
break. Hopefully, during our July/August meeting we will be having a special speaker, Edwin
Marty, with the Hampstead Institute. He will have available and will be signing copies of his

new book Breaking Through Concrete.

Mare information will be coming soon.

EDWIN MARTY WITH THE HAMPSTEAD INSTITUTE AS GUEST SPEAKER

Edwin Marty is currently director of the Hampstead Institute in Montgomery, Alabama. Before
returning to his home of Alabama to start urban farms in Birmingham and Montgomery, Edwin
earned a BA in Anthropology from the University of Oregon and completed an “Apprenticeship
in Agroecology” from the University of California, Santa Cruz. He went on from UC Santa Cruz
to work on sustainable farm projects around the world, including Mexico, Mongolia, Australia,
and Chile. He also worked as an instructor for the Outward Bound School for four years in
MNorthern Washington.

Returning to Birmingham in 2001, Edwin worked for Southern Living Magazine as a Garden
Writer while establishing lones Valley Urban Farm. In 2006, Edwin left Southern Living to begin
working as the full-time Director of Jones Valley Urban Farm. Since then, the farm has grown to
include over 28 acres of urban farm land, employs twenty people and teaches thousands of
youth every year about growing and eating good food. He has also consulted on numerous
urban farm projects around the country, including work with the American Institute of Archi-
tects Sustainable Design Assess-
ment Team project in Detroit,
MI. He has recently completed a ;
book about urban farming in Amer-
ica called Breaking Through Con-
crete, to be published by the Uni-
versity of California Press in the
winter of 2011,

In 2011 Edwin resigned as the
Director of Jones Valley Urban Farm |
and accepted a new position with
the Hampstead Institute in
Montgomery, Alabama. Edwin will

:;’ E;Sisﬂnﬂ “ﬂf_:h thte .:;Eveinpment Edwin Marty teaching chicken care to the Montessori School
a two acre farm in downtown at Hampstead elementary classes at the Hampstead commu-

Montgomery, youth education pro- nity farm on Taylor Road in February.
grams, and the development of a

state-wide food policy council. He will also be working as a consultant to assist communities
throughout the country in developing sustainable food systems. Edwin is married to the mixed-
media artist Andrea Buchanan Marty and has a two year old daughter named Edie Rains. They
have a dog named Rooster.
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It is my sad duty to report that John Paul Leofsky, 56, a resident of Montgomery, AL,
passed away Saturday, May 19, 2012. A Memorial Service was held at Unitarian Univer-
salist Fellowship of Montgomery on Tuesday, May 22, 2012.

John was a very active member of the Montgomery - Wiregrass Mensa Group in the
1990-1998 time period. He was a regular at the Wednesday lunch meetings and the
once-a-month movie at the Capri Theater in Montgomery. He frequently attended the
monthly meeting as well.
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Not All Highly Intelligent People Are Arrogant Pricks
April 24, 2012 by Amy Sundberg

Someone made a rather plaintive comment in this Google+ conversaton, and it's been stuck in my
mind ever since: "So, again, what is the point of being smart if it does nothing for you? If you really
are so smart, why can't you get what you want!”

There are so many myths floating around about being smart and what that might mean. Even defining
“smiart” is full of pitfalls. | realized when | tackled the subject of intelligence a few weeks ago thatit
was a bit taboo, but | didn't realize the full extent of it until | was reading other people’s reactions. So
of course | had to write a follow-up.

tedli I

What is the point of being smart? There is no intrinsic point. It is not something you choose for
yoursedf, just as you can't choose to be naturally athletic or flexible or have perfect pitch (although |
keep hearing rumors there are ways to train this) or be gifted with languages. There are things you
can do to take advantage of any of these things (hard work and training), but not everyone will
choose to use these skills or have the opportunities to do so. In the same vein, recent studies suggest
it Is quite possible to train yourself to be smarter if you are interested in doing so.

Smart people can get what they want. Ha! | wish. | don’t know if any studies have been done
on this subject, but | haven’t read anything about how smart people are so much more happy than
less smart people. Plus, what if 2 smart person wants something that requires additional skills besides
just being smart (and most accomplishments do require additional skills)? And what if said smart per-
son doesn't have the right additional skills and fails (for whatever reason) to develop them? Or what
if the smart person in question is on track to get what she wants and then is deterred by any of a
host of reasons, including ill health (either hers or a loved one's), economic realites, or her back-
ground! Or what if the smart person does get what she wants and it just doesn't look like the societal
norm{

Smart people look down on those who they perceive as less smart. First off, | mentioned
befors that many genius-level people (and perhaps particularly women) suffer from impostor syn-
drome, meaning they don't believe they are as smart as they are. Secondly, | also mentioned the Dun-
ning-Kruger effect and the false consensus effect back in March: the idea that people who are above
average (including having above average intelligence) tend to assume everyone is just the same as they
are unless presented with quite explicit proof to the contrary, thereby often underestimating their
own intelligence. How all these people who don't even realize how intelligent they really are can be
locking down on everyone else is beyond me.

Secondly, even if they do realize they are intelligent, that still doesn't mean they feel superior, Sure,
there are a few pecple who do, but just because you are smart does not mean you are automatically

~arrogant and non-appreciative of other people’s abilities. Which leads me to my next point...

A specific kind of intelligence is more important than anything else. Um, no. There are
many kinds of intelligence, and basic IQ test-measured smarts are no more useful than 2 host of
other mental attributes. These include emotional intelligence, charisma, experience, wisdom, empathy
and insight, kindness, courage, determination, a strong work ethic, and leadership skills. For eample,
if a very intelligent person wants to complete a difficult project but is not willing to work hard to do
so, they probably won't do as well as someone who isn't quite as intelligent but is willing to work her
ass off. Ultimately what matters about our lives is what we choose to do with them, not whatever set
of attributes we start out with. Intelligent people who realize the truth of this aren’t likely to be very
arrogant at all.

Any other intelligence myths you can think of! (Besides the whole “women aren't as intelligent” thing
we already talked about) I'd love to hear from you.

Thanks for posting this blog on the Wiregross Mensa Facebook poge, Laure! Akin!
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